
TEEN DRIVING FACTS & STATISTICS FOR SPRING/SUMMER 

In Virginia, from 2017 to 2020 during the Spring/Summer Months from May through August:  

 31,517 crashes involved a teen driver ages 15-20 

 118 of those resulted in a fatality 

 97 teens ages 15-20 were killed in motor vehicle crashes 

 10,414 teens were injured  

 1,291 were seriously injured 

In Virginia, in 2021 (preliminary) during the Spring/Summer Months from May through August: 

 7,913 crashes involved a teen driver ages 15-20  

 39 of those crashes resulted in a fatality 

 30 teens ages 15-20 were killed in motor vehicle crashes 

 2,538 teens were injured  

 299 were seriously injured 

The Risky Behaviors that lead to an increase in crashes for teens during the warm weather months:  

Distracted Driving – Distracted driving isn’t just texting while driving. It also includes talking on a cell phone, eating and 
drinking, being distracted by passengers, listening to loud music, adjusting the radio, and more. According to AAA Mid-Atlantic, 
6 out of 10 teen crashes involve driver distraction. In Virginia, all cell phone use by teens while driving is illegal.  

Alcohol Use – Despite a state Zero Tolerance Law, there were 66 alcohol-related fatal crashes involving a teen driver during 
the past 3 years (2018 – 2020). Virginia’s Zero Tolerance Law makes consuming alcohol or driving under the influence of any 
amount of alcohol a serious criminal offense for teens under the age of 21. (Va. Code 18.2-266.1)  

Speeding –  63% of all fatal crashes involving teen drivers were speed related in Virginia in 2020, 64% in 2019, and 55% in 
2018.  Preliminary data for 2021 shows 60% of teen fatal crashes were speed related. Excessive speed is a factor in 1 of every 
3 fatal crashes nationwide involving a teen driver, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). 

Running off the Road/Overcorrecting – Run-off-the-road crashes are often fatal for teens and are attributed to many factors 
including inattention, fatigue, and speed. Overcorrecting is often a response to running-off-the-road and is caused when 
motorists panic and “jerk” the steering wheel to get the vehicle back on the roadway. Running-off-the-road is a factor in 
approximately 40% of young driver fatal crashes in Virginia based on data for 2018-2020.  

Increased Driving / Joy Riding / Cruising – Teen drivers average 44% more driving hours each week during the summer than 
during the school year, according to a study by Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD).  Many of these hours are spent 
driving or “cruising/joy riding” with no set destination, which often leads to risky behaviors and an increase in the probability of a 
crash. 

Later Nights – Teens often stay out later during the summer months when crashes and fatalities are more prevalent on Virginia 
roadways. According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), the fatal crash rate of 16-19 year-olds is about 4 times 
as high at night as it is during the day per mile driven. The problem IIHS says is that driving in the dark requires more skill and 
that late night outings tend to be recreational which can cause teens to be easily distracted or more likely to take risks. Virginia 
has a curfew law for teens which restricts driving from midnight to 4 a.m. 

Passenger Overload –Young passengers increase the risk of a teen driver having a fatal crash by at least 44%, according to 
the National Safety Council. Extra passengers, including friends and young siblings, are a distraction to teen drivers and the 
more passengers the higher the crash risk. Virginia’s Graduated Driver Licensing Law restricts teens to only one passenger 
under the age of 21 during the first full year of driving, unless accompanied by a licensed parent. Does not apply to family members. 

Drowsy Driving – With vacations, summer trips, and late nights, 24% of teen drivers are more likely to drive when tired or 
sleepy during the summer, compared to 9% of teen drivers during the school year, according to SADD. Teens should get plenty 
of rest before a long trip and never get behind the wheel when drowsy.   

 All Virginia teen statistics provided by the Virginia DMV Highway Safety Office (VaHSO) / *All 2021 data is preliminary  



 

Driver and Passenger Safety Facts and Tips 

 (Warm Weather) The (name of club) wants you to know that spring and summer can be a dangerous time for teen drivers. Did you 
know that the 101 days from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day are the deadliest days on the road? No school, late nights 
and the freedom of “cruising” with friends contribute to risky driving behaviors that lead to crashes. Eliminate distractions, buckle 
up, slow down, and drive alcohol- and drug-free. Avoid being a statistic! Please remember to drive safely and Arrive Alive!  

 

 (Warm Weather) School’s almost out and warm weather has arrived. To help you survive this most deadly time for teen drivers – 
remember these tips to Arrive Alive:  Always buckle up, drive the speed limit, obey the midnight curfew law, avoid “cruising,” piling 
the car full of friends, and never text or use your phone while driving. You don’t want to be a statistic, please drive safely. 

 

 (Drowsy Driving) YAWN! You’re running late to meet your friends for a party, but you didn’t get much sleep last night. You think 
you can make it. Think again. Drowsy driving is dangerous! Get plenty of sleep and avoid driving when you are tired or drowsy.    

 

 (Distracted Driving) Distracted driving isn’t just using your cell phone while you’re driving. It also includes eating and drinking, 
grooming, adjusting the radio, joking around with passengers and more! When you’re behind the wheel, make driving your first 
priority so everyone Arrives Alive!   

 

 (Distracted Driving) Do whatever it takes to resist texting or using a cell phone while driving. It’s not only illegal for teens, but it 
can be deadly.  Sending or looking at that one text isn’t worth losing your life or hurting someone else. So, throw it in the back, turn 
it off, or download an app that lets your friends know you are driving and will call or text them later! 

 

 (Horseplay) Making your car a place to party is not safe! Engaging in risky behaviors like hood surfing, hanging out windows, 
participating in challenges where the vehicle is moving and doors are open, etc. is extremely dangerous. This weekend, make it to 
your destination alive by saving the party for after you arrive safely!   

 

 (Running off the road) Running off the road can be scary, but remember to stay calm, breath, and don’t overreact or jerk the 
steering wheel. To recover safely when your tires drop off the pavement, keep steering parallel to the road and gradually slow 
down to get control. The key is to gradually and slowly drive back onto the roadway to avoid losing control and overcorrecting.  

 

 (Speeding) Think speeding is cool? Think speeding will impress your friends? The reality is, speeding can stop you DEAD in your 
tracks. No one is impressed by that. In 2021, preliminary stats showed 60% of all fatal teen driver crashes in Virginia were caused 
by speeding. 

 

 (Zero Tolerance) Virginia’s Zero Tolerance Law makes it illegal for anyone under the age of 21 to purchase, possess, or consume 
alcohol. The (name of club) wants you to Arrive Alive. Say NO to that drink!  
 

 (Memorial Day) Teen related crashes, injuries and fatalities begin to spike in May and continue increasing throughout the 
summer. Kick the summer off to a good start! Celebrate Memorial Day by buckling up and driving responsibly!  

 

 (Prom) It’s prom weekend and your friends at (name of school/youth group) encourage you to make it one to remember. Pledge 
with your friends to celebrate alcohol and drug free. Our goal is zero crashes, zero fatalities, and all our classmates safely back at 
school on Monday.  

 

 (Graduation) Hey, all you senior [INSERT SCHOOL MASCOT]’s! Graduation is coming up sooner than you think! The (name of 
club) encourages you to make this the best night of your life. Make these memories last a lifetime.  Keep your graduation 
celebration alcohol- and substance-free and make sure you Arrive Alive after the party. 

 

 (Graduation) The (name of club) wants to congratulate all of this year’s graduating seniors.  We want to see all of you at the 
class reunion, so remember to drive safely and celebrate without drugs and alcohol. 

 

 (Summer) Keep the fun alive this summer by buckling up and driving safely. By watching your speed, obeying curfews, limiting 
passengers, and celebrating responsibly, you’ll be sure to Arrive Alive back at school in (August/September).  


